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THE ' FURNITURE’? OF TOC H IN A PRISON CAMP 


In the centre hangs the Banner, worked in coloured wool. 


On the left the Rushlight, made from a Red Cross 


box, ils candle stuck in a lanolinc tin. Behind il is a water-colour of the Upper Room of Talbot House, 
Poperinghe, drawn from memory by the Padre; lo the right of it the printed words of the Ceremony of Light, 
framed by a member from scrap wood. On the right of the picture is the * Rent Box,’ a container for Rushlighi, 
elc., into which each member paid his ‘rent’ in the form of a cigarelle al cvery meeting. In the centre of 
the foreground lic the Log Books of the two Groups, later united, with the manuscript Prayer Book of the 
Group open on lop of them, (For further dclails sec page 10). 
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WHEN HUSBANDS COME HOME 


How a W oman sees it 


A member of Toc H (Women's Section), married to a Service man overseas, writes : 


ANY women to-day are waiting ex- 

citedly and a little anxiously for the 
return of their husbands from service over- 
seas. Many thousands of the younger wives 
have never had any real married life. Their 
separation followed quickly on their marriage. 
Some, like the writer, had only a few days 
with their husbands, others counted them- 
selves lucky to have a few weeks, in scattered 
periods of leave. We, so-called wives, waved 
our husbands good-bye, put away our trous- 
seaux, and returned to our jobs, our ‘ digs’ or 
our parents. In fact, we continued our spin- 
ster lives, with only our rings and an official 
certificate of marriage to remind us that we 
had changed our names "for better, for 
worse." 

The period of our separation has now 
covered years—during which even the youn- 
gest of us has inevitably grown up. It has 
been a time when the man and the woman 
have lived totallv different lives, crammed full 
of strange and unexpected events; when both 
have experienced dangers and temptations. 
Our only ties have been carefully censored 
letters (half of which never seem to arrive!). 
‘Fhe War Office has defied the words of the 
Marriage Service and has put us asunder. 

I, for one, feel that my marriage service is 
very far away and very unreal. At the time 
the words did not seem to have much mean- 
ing for us, with their emphasis on “ living 
together in holy love until our lives end,” and 
remaining in “perfect love and peace to- 
gether.” We knew that in five days my 
husband would be off to the front line of a 
bloody desert battle, and that we were only 


allowed to “cherish ” each other for a very 
short embarkation leave. For many of us the 
ceremony was hurried, and even unexpected. 
Some of us were unable to have our friends 
and relations with us, others were forced by 
war circumstances to be married hastily in a 
Registry Office, instead of enjoying the quiet 
country wedding we had planned. 

Now, for the more fortunate of us, reunion 
is in sight. Leave may at last be granted and 
the end of the war cannot be very far away. 
In spite of their official duration our married 
lives are just about to begin. How can we 
celebrate this new beginning? 


I wish to endorse with all my heart the 
suggestion made by Tubby Clayton that the 
churches should prepare a simple service of 
re-dedication for uniting men and women 
who have been separated for a long time, and 
blessing their future lives together. 


When my husband comes home I want this 
" re-marriage " service written and taken by 
someone who understands and knows what 
we have been through and how we feel. I 
want to be able to go to church in my prettiest 
clothes and gayest hat, with my husband in 
his uniform, with his buttons nicely polished 
and his decorations up. In the presence of 
our nearest friends and kindliest relations, I 
want to enjoy a short and simple service in 
which our reunion is blessed and we give 
thanks for each other and for our married life 
now about to begin. 

Personally, I doubt if I shall be able to 
feel married without such a ceremony. I 
think that I voice the feelings of many men 
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and women. If the Church cannot do this 
for us then some old vicar will be rather 
surprised one morning. On entering his 


church he may see two young people before 


the altar solemnly re-marrying themsclves! 
A SAND Wipow. 


How a Man sees it 
“A Sand Widow’ sent her idea to her husband, serving in the Mediterranean, and. he 
talked it over with the Senior Chaplain of his Division. Here is the Padre's reaction, 
addressed to men of the Division, and the draft he has made of a very short form of service. 


To all Married Men in the Division 

For those of us who are husbands the 
return to England means a great deal. I think 
in the minds of many, especially those who 
have been abroad a long time, there is a 
mixture of two feelings. First, we are over- 
joyed and excited at the prospect of reunion 
with our wives, and in some cases seeing our 
children again. But also some are wonder- 
ing just what the relationship will be between 
husband and wife after so long a separation. 
Will we be able to step straight back into the 
former natural and happy fellowship with 
cach other? Or will the years apart have 
made a difference? 

There are many who, although they have 
been married several years, have only lived 
a short time with their wives. For these this 
return will be almost like the start of their 
married life. 

In some cases there will be difficulties 
where one or the other has been unfaithful. 
In some cases, I hope very few, there will be 
sad homecomings, and the shattering of 
future hopes by the breaking up of the 
marriage bond. 

Family life is one of the things we have 
been, and are, fighting for. The Nazi aim 
is to destroy it. We believe our future hap- 
piness largely depends upon family life being 
preserved sacred and intact. With us in some 
cases there will be need for the spirit of for- 


A Form of Service for Husbands 


giveness and understanding. 1f vou should 
be unfortunate enough to find yourself in 
this position remember that it is worth every 
effort and sacrifice to restore your relation- 
ship of loving husband and wife. Don't hesi- 
tate, if necessary, to seek thc help of your 
priest, minister or chaplain, who is trained to 
help in such matters. 


It is with these thoughts in mind that | 
feel many would welcome something in the 
nature of a re-dedication of themselves, hus- 
band to wife and wife to husband, and both 
to the service of God and mankind—as it 
were a renewal of our marriage service and 
the vows we made then. I have drawn up 
a form of service of this kind in the hopc that 
some may find it helpful. I suggest that 
either you go with your wife to your local 
vicar or your chaplain and ask him to conduct 
a short, private service along these lines, or 
else that the two of you go quictly to a 
church on your own and use this form of ser- 
vice. I believe that your wife will appreciate 


it and I hope you both find it a help. 


It is possible, too, that war circumstances 
compelled some to be married in a Registry 
Office who would normally have been 
married in Church. Such a service as this 
will enable them to feel that they are married 
in the sight of God as well as by law. 


SENIOR CHAPLAIN TO THE Division. 


and Wives after long separation 


In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


A THANKSGIVING. 


O Gop, our Heavenly Father, we Thy humble servants thank Thee for Thy mercy and 


goodness towards us, for preserving us in safety during the time of our separation; for the 
comforting assurance during that time, of our love for one another sanctified by Thee in 
our marriage; for the joy of this reunion and renewed companionship. For these and all 
other signs of Thy love for us, we praise and bless Thy glorious Name. Amen. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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A REDEDICATION. 


And now, O Father, we makc a solemn rededication of ourselves each to the other, and 
both to Thee. We renew before Thee the promise of faithfulness and love which we made 
at our marriage. Grant us grace and strength to fulfil these vows and Thy blessing upon 
our married life and our home, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


(Flere the marriage vows, “1 take thec,” etc., may be repeated. See the Marriage Service 


in the Prayer Book). 


May the grace of Christ our Saviour, 
And the Father’s boundless love, 
With the Holy Spirit’s favour, 

Rest upon us from above. 


Thus may we abide in union 
With each other and the Lord, 
And possess, in sweet communion, 
Joys which earth cannot afford. 


AN INTERCESSION. 


We thank Thee, O Lord, for those of us who have had strength to remain faithful during 
the years of separation, and we pray for those for whom temptation has been too strong. 
Grant to them the spirit of penitence and forgiveness, and help them to renew their married 
life in harmony and love. Help us all to strive to preserve the sanctity of home and of 
family life, that a happier and better world may be built worthy of those who have sacrificed 


their lives, and of Thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
May the Peace and the Love of God reign in our hearts and in our life together, now 


and always. Amen. 


THE ELDER 


BatstoneE.—On December 11, James Bart- 
stone (‘Uncle Jim’) aged 78, a member of 
Wellington (Som.) Branch. 

BoswortH.—On November 28, GEORGE 


BoswonrH, a member of Morecambe Branch, 
for four years District Chairman. 


Cnuapwick.—Killed in action in Burma, 
Ernest Cuapwick, a member of West Croy- 
don Branch. Elected 12.1.'37. 


Dacrisu.—On November 17, James Dac- 
LISH, a member of Findon Group. 


Dear.—Killed in action in November, 
Sypngy Dear, Capt., Queen's Royal Regt., a 


member of Wembley Branch. Elected 
19.12.'37. 
Hong. — Believed killed in action, 


GroncE Warron Ho psn, D.S.O., D.S.C., 
Wing Commander, R.A.F. 


BRETHREN. 


LepcEerwoop.—Missing in September, 1942, 
now presumed killed in action, Hen 
LEpGERWwoop, aged 27, Pilot Officer, R.A.F., 
a member and hosteller of Mark I. 


Lovzrr.—Bclieved killed in action in Janu- 
ary, 1942, Francis Hucu Lovzrr, aged 29, 
Lieut., 2nd Gurkhas, once of South Molton 
Branch, then a member and hosteller of 


Mark I. 


PrAr.—Missing, now reported killed in 
action on June 8, 1942, in North Africa, 
Henry Doucras Prar, Capt., late Jobmaster 
of Ealing Branch. 

SALMON.—Lost at sea on October 16, Cunis- 
TOPHER J. G. SarwoN, Merchant Navy, a 
member of Leytonstone, then of Hoddesdon 
Branch. Elected 1.7.29. 


STANLAKE.—In December, the Rev. Jonn 


W. SrANLAKkE, first Padre of Dorking Branch. 
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Lapy Louis MOUNTBATTEN WITH THE LORD Mayor aND LaDy MavonEss or MANCHESTER AND MAYORS OF AbJacesy "los 


ADY Louis Mountsatren visited Man- 

, chester on December 3 and was the chief 
speaker in support of the £25,000 target for 
the Toc H War Services Fund adopted by 
the East Lancashire and North Cheshire 
Regions. Before the Meeting, which was held 
in the Lecture Hall of the Central Library 
(which the Chief Librarian very kindly loaned 
for the purpose), the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress welcomed Lady Louis Mount- 
batten and entertained a few guests at a 
Luncheon at the Town Hall. The guests in- 
cluded representatives of the three Services, 
Mayors from eleven adjacent towns, and 
members of the Toc H Revenue Committee. 
At the Meeting held after the Luncheon the 
Lord Mayor of Manchester was supported 
by Lady Louis Mountbatten, the Mayors of 
Salford, Stockport, Stretford, Rochdale, 
Prestwich, Altrincham, Bolton, Oldham, 
Sale, Bury and Macclesfield, Rear-Admiral 
J. S. M. Ritchie, Air Vice-Marshal R. Collis- 
haw, C.B., D.S.O., O.B.E., D.S.C., D.F.C., 


6 


(Photo: Chfford. Woods, Ma fer 


Major-General C. T. Beckett, C.B.E.. M.C., 
Mr. Loris E. Mather, Mrs. J. Goodicr 
Haworth, Mr. J. M. Hollis, Ald. Mary Kings 
mill-Jones, O.B.E., Mrs. E. Pilkington, 
Coun. H. Quinney, Col. J. G. Riddick, 
C.B.E., D.S.O., Ald. Wright Robinson, J.P., 
Mr. Colin M. Skinner, Mr. J. H. Worthing- 
ton, O.B.E., the Hon. Secretary, Mr. E. S. 
Dawes, and the Bursar from Headquarters, 
Mr. W. J. Hawkey. Tue Lorp Mayor pre- 
sided and welcomed Lady Louis Mountbatten 
and thanked her for the wonderful work she 
is doing, not only for Toc H, but for many 
other organisations. In introducing the 
speakers he stressed not only the present war- 
time work of Toc H, but the service that had 
been given to the community in times of 
peace wherever the Movement had found its 
feet. He prophesied that in the peace to 
come Toc H would find enormous scope for 
its activities and would, without doubt. 
shoulder responsibilities with the energy and 
spirit which it had always shown. 


‘The Lord Mayor then called upon Mr. 
Loris MarHER to speak as Chairman of 
Toc H in Manchester. Mr. Mather referred 
to the various jobs of service done by Toc H 
for the good of the community during the 
last 25 years. If they could be catalogued, he 
said, the result would be astounding. At the 
beginning of this war Toc H was one of the 
eight organisations chosen by the Govern- 
ment to look after the welfare of men and 
women of the Services, and since then over 
300 Toc H Services Clubs have been estab- 
lished at home and overseas. At home it now 
took over 12,000 voluntary workers to run 
the Clubs, and in addition the paid resident 
Stalf numbered 265. Some of these Clubs 
had never closed their doors since first they 
opened and were open 24 hours a day. These 
Clubs were something more than Canteens; 
they were Houses where men and women 
could enjoy the amenities, rest and comfort 
of home. Of course, they cost money, and 
Toc H had to appeal to the public for funds 
for this purpose—not for Toc H itself. The 
War Services Fund was registered under the 
War Charities Act, 1940, and its accounts 
were kept entirely separate from those of 
Toc H Incorporated. The Overseas Clubs 
presented a different problem from those in 
the United Kingdom, for no Appeal was 
possible there and therefore all charges fell 
on the Fund and had to be raised by such 
Appeals as the one now being inaugurated in 
Manchester. £100,000 annually was required. 

The Lord Mayor then called upon Lady 
Lous Mounrsatren, who began by referring 
to her association with the County of Lanca- 
shire, where her father, Col. Wilfrid Ashley, 
had been a Member of Parliament for Black- 
pool. She said that she and her husband, 
Vice-Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten, were 
familiar with the work of Toc H in many 
parts of the world and not least of all in 
Malta They knew how fittingly, in these 


times of war, it was meeting the needs of tens’ 


of thousands of men and women in the 
Forces wherever they might be, far from 
home and in strange surroundings. She par- 
ticularly stressed the value of Toc H Services 
Clubs for women, and remarked what a boon 


the Women's Club recently opened at Ports- 
mouth had proved to be. She now thought 
that, with Lord Louis’ great strategic plans 
for the campaign in East Asia, there was no 
doubt Toc H would be called upon to extend 
its activities and establish Clubs as the battle 
zones in the Far East extended. The Toc H 
War Services Fund must be prepared to res- 
pond to such demands as soon as they were 
made; Toc H was anxious to follow men and 
women of the Services wherever they went. 
Lady Louis was particularly pleased to notice 
in support of the platform the number of 
Mayors, who would no doubt go back to their 
respective towns and cities and form their 
own target towards the one that had already 
been adopted by the Manchester Revenue 
Committee, namely, £25,000. £25,000 seemed 
perhaps rather ambitious in these difficult 
times, but if everyone present went away in- 
spired to take whatever steps were possible 
to support this campaign for the Toc H War 
Services Fund, she knew that the money 
would soon be realised. She was only too 
happy to come and help out of her intimate 
knowledge of the work of Toc H and wished 
to thank one and all for their interest and 
support. 

A vote of thanks to Lady Louis was pro- 
posed by Rear-Admiral J. S. M. Ritchie for 
the Navy, Major-General C. T. Beckett for 
the Army, and Air Vice-Marshal R. Collishaw 
for the R.A.F., each of whom testified to the 
work they had seen carried out by Toc H in 
many parts of the world. Major-General 
Beckett particularly stressed the activities of 
Toc H during the blitz in Malta whilst he 
war there. In spite of every obstacle, they 
carried on their work for the good of the 
stricken community. 

A vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor and 
Lady Mayoress for their kind hospitality was 
proposed by Mrs. E. Pilkington, and 
seconded by Mr. J. H. Worthington, both 
members of the Revenue Committee. - 

A Reception and Tea concluded a most 
interesting day inaugurating the immediate 
campaign for £25,000, and it is hoped that, 
with activities in other parts of Lancashire, 


this target may be doubled before long. 
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TOC H BEHIND 


LAST month we printed some first news 

of Toc H members repatriated from Ger- 
man prison camps. We promised an article— 
"straight from the horse's mouth "—by a 
member from Stalag VIII B Group (of which 
an account, compiled from prisoners’ letters, 
appeared in the November Jounwar). We also 
mentioned that Algie Ellender had brought 
home the log-book of Oflag 64/Z Group. 
First-hand news of these two Groups and of 
one in Italy now follows. 


Lamsdorf Group 


Tony Lawrence (Bandsman, Rifle Brigade) 
joined Toc H, like so many others, in Stalag 
VIII B, where there are two Groups—Lams- 
dorf, in the main camp, and Buchenlust 
among prisoners on a working party near 
by. After a visit to H.Q. in London he 
wrote the following. 

In July, 1942, there came to Stalag VIII B 
in Germany a man, a stranger to all except 
a few, who soon became known to the whole 
camp because he started the biggest group 
of ‘Good Comrades’ that had ever come to- 


Sergi. Cyril Llewellyn, Military Police. 


gether in Lamsdorf. In short, Sergt. Cyril 
Llewellyn started the Lamsdorf Group of 
Toc H and made a very good job of it. 


THE WIRE-—II 


At the first mecting there were, | think, 
half-a-dozen members; to-day Lamsdor! 
Group is over 100 strong, with at least one 
large subsidiary Group (Buchenlust) on a 
working party, and many members spread 
out among various ' Kommandos '—big 
things from small beginnings. 

Syd Lawrie, the first Chairman, was Head- 
master of the Stalag School, and so was 
able to give us a schoolroom regularly for 
our meetings. The thing that brought Toc H 
to the notice of most people was a weekly 
cartoon of the previous mecting, which, be- 
sides being extremely humorous, was hung 
in a very prominent position in the School 
entrance. These cartoons, drawn by Cyril 
Hamersma, an artist and original member, 
are being carefully preserved against the day 
of homecoming, when some of you, no 
doubt, will be able to see them. They record 
our activities much more accurately than I'm 
afraid I can. 

During the first period of our existence the 
probationers far out-numbered the members. 
This was naturally evened-up later, and to- 
day I think I can safely say the numbers of 
probationers and members are about cqual. 

Jobs of work were varied, and, as you can 
imagine, we had ample scope for doing good. 
Our first job, I remember, was the collection 
of books for patients in the camp hospitals. 
From here we became more ambitious and 
this list will give vou some idea of how the 


Group worked: 

Collection and distribution of clothing and 
cigarettes for prisoners of war arriving in 
the camp. 

Visits to the two hospitals. 

The responsibility of keeping the School clean 
and usable. 

The collection of toilet requisites, cigarettes aud 
clothing for Russian prisoners of war.* 


This is, of course, not a full list of our 
work, but the jobs 1 have mentioned werc 
continuous and proved a great comfort to 
many of our comrades. 


* All our repatriated men agree that without the food and clothing parcels of the British Red 


Cross and their next-of-kin, many of them would have died. 


The Russians receive no parcels and 


are suffering very severely. Our men are forbidden to help them and this job of the Group required 


much ‘ discretion ". —Ep. 
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In the Camp Church, Stalag VIII B 


One memory of Stalag VIII B I shall 
always cherish is the monthly Toc H ' tea- 
fight.’ To make this possible everyone con- 
tributed a portion of tea, milk and sugar, and 
the tea was brewed in the copper of the ad- 
joining wash-house. It was the job of the 
Entertainment Committee on these occasions 
to provide a programme of music and various 
items, and, of course, to see that everyone 
was served with tea. During the party each 
man had to chum up with a new acquain- 
tance, and in this way we soon got to know 
each other really well. 


The address book of Lamsdorf Group 
would, I think, cover the entire world or, at 
any rate, most of it. "With cach succeeding 
campaign of the Allies we were usually lucky 
enough to get two or three new members and 
many probationers. One of the features at 
our meetings was a series of talks by differ- 
ent chaps about their own countries. I learnt 
more geography at Lamsdorf than I ever did 
at school! 


One final incident and I will cease to 
trouble you. I want to tell you about the last 
Ceremony of Light held by some of us, who 


* One of ‘ Brown Brothers ! of the Anglican Brotherhood of St. Francis at Cerne Abbas. 
team of them served together in the R.A.M.C.—Eb. 


were fortunate enough to be repatriated, held 
in the German Naval Camp at Sassnitz, in 
the Island of Ruegen, from which we crossed 
next day to Sweden. We had just held our 
last concert in Germany and Maurice Serres* 
thought “ What about ‘Light’ for the last 
time in Germany, too? " Six of us got to- 
gether in an unoccupied barrack-room, and 
then remembered we had no Lamp. “ That’s 
all right," said Maurice, “I’ve got a piece of 
candle." Whereupon we set to work to make 
a cross. Geoff Taylor found some pieces of 
straw and with these he fashioned a double 
cross. This was fixed to the back of a com- 
bustion stove, with the candle in front. We 
were complete now and could hold ‘ Light’ 
in joy and peace. 

This report does not claim to be complete 
but I hope you will have gathered from it 
some idea of Toc H in enemy territory and 
that you will remember your brothers who 
are still keeping the light burning in ca 
tivity. A. R. L. 


Nore: Besides Tony Lawrence, fifteen other 
members of Lamsdorf Group have been repatri- 
ated—some to Australia and New Zealand. Their 
names and home towns were published in last 
month’s JOURNAL. 


A small 
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Oflag 64/Z Group 
The prison camp known as Oflag 64/Z 
was an amalgamation, made in June, 1942, of 
two camps in north-western Poland, Stalag 
XXI A and Stalag XXI A (cymo). They 
were moved to Montwy Hohensalsa, south 
of Bydgoszcz, which is near the sharp bend 
of the lower Vistula. In both the original 
camps there was a Toc H Group, the one in 
Stalag XXI A calling itself ‘Seminar’ (Ger- 
man for 'Seminary ), the other in Stalag 
XXI A cymo (German Gynasitim, a second- 
ary school transformed into a P.O.W. hos- 
pital) taking the name of ‘ Powitan.! When 
they joined in Oflag 64/Z the combined 
Group decided to call itself ‘ Powitan’ 

(which is Polish for ‘ Welcome’). 


The Group's ‘Furniture’ 
All our members, over 40 in number, from 


Oflag 64/Z have now been repatriated, and 
Algie Ellender, their Pilot, has brought home 
and deposited at Headquarters the precious 
possessions of the Group—the Log-books of 
'Seminar' and 'Powitan' since the start, 
the Rushlight and Banner and other things 
seen in the drawing which makes our frontis- 
piece this month. Though there is, of course, 
nothing in any of these which imperils 
‘security,’ a judicious bar of soap (a prize to 
any German) was needed to halt the hand of 
the Gestapo searching prisoners’ baggage: the 


Log-books would not have survived discovery. 

We often hear of Rushlights or ‘ Lamps,’ home- 
made in the prison camps and sometimes pre- 
sented to a member who is being moved to a 
new camp so that he can carry the light on. The 
Rushlight of Oflag 64/Z was very beautifully made 
and finished for them by Fr. Boulanger, a Catholic 
priest who could not join them but sympathised 
with their ideals and efforts. It is made out of 
the white wood of a Red Cross packing box, finely 
smoothed. The double cross is detachable and 
when fitted into its slot stands 10% inches high. 
A lanoline tin, with a hole cut in the lid, holds 
the candle which stands at its foot. (The Rush- 
light of Oflag IX A/Z, brought home by Capt. 
Oakley-Hill, is made of oak; it stands a foot 
high and the cross has a bracket on its stem for 
the candle). 

Beside the Rushlight stood the printed card, 
sent out to them, with the words of the Ceremony, 
so that a new member taking ‘ Light’ for the 
first time could refer to them if need be. The 
card is framed in wood from another parcel box 
—not walnut but with a similar colour and grain, 


IO 


with a neat detachable flange to make it stand 
up; the card is protected with cellophane from a 
Red Cross parcel. This framing was the work of 
another member. 

The wooden ' Rent Box’ (inside measurement 
10 x 6 x 2:4 inches), into which the Rushlight 
and the words of the Ceremony fit, was placed at 
the door of the meeting room, with the drawing 
of a Lamp stuck in the hinge, and members 
put a cigarette each in, as their rent, for cigar- 
ettes are common currency in a prison camp. 

The water-colour drawing (914 x 734 ins.) of the 
old Upper Room at Poperinghe was done from 
memory by Padre J. M. Morton, who acted one 
summer before the war as Hen. Warden of the 
Old House. Mounted on cardboard and protected 
with cellophane, it was hung up during meetin, 
together with the Toc H Prayer on a card, a poem 
from The Gardens of Flanders, the motto * Aban- 
don Rank,’ a quotation from Confucius and other 
t pictures ' to help '' create an atmosphere.” Two 
which have come home are caricatures in black 
and blue by Roland Ford—a ' stage curate ’ with 
the legend ' Ah! come in, This is not a church. 
The Padre is a friend," and the old Poperinghe 
motto inviting you to spit on the floor if you do 
it at home, combined with the picture of a very 
tough gentleman performing, at long range, into 
a spittoon. 

Added to the contents of the ‘ Rent Box’ is a 
Polish school exercise book containing an admir 
able collection of prayers, from various sources, 
iu Ellender's handwriting. Part of this was in use 
for Family Prayers before The Treasury and 
Pocketful of Prayers reached the Group from 
home. 

Finally the Banner, their chef d'œuvre, which 
was only completed in time for the memorable 
final meeting in the camp before repatriation 
Worked with wool in cross-stitch on a backing of 
Red Cross canvas, it measures 1 ft. 5 ins. across, 
by over 2 ft. long. The design was taken from 
Artifex (a popular Toc H publication, we find, 
with prisoners of war), and was drawn by onc 
probationer and embroidered by another. ‘The 
materials called for ingenuity. The red cross and 
‘field’ of the Ypres arms was only achieved hy 
searching the camp for a man with a dark red 
pullover and persuading him to hand it over in 
exchange for a new one of another colour. The 
white and yellow of background and lettering was 
provided from two body-belts contributed by a 
colonel. Pullover and belts unravelled, gave the 
artist the wool he wanted. The red woollen cord 
by which the Banner hangs was done in ‘ French 
knitting ' by the Pilot himself and attached with 
a pair of brass eves from a respirator case. Et 
voila tout! 


Early Days 


The story of 'Powitan' does not begin 
in Poland. In rg4r some of its members, 
later moved to Stalag XXI A, were in Silesia 
at Stalag VIII B. Padre Wingfield Digby, 
in response to his propaganda for Toc H, 
received the names of over 300 men who were 


interested and they got ready to start. Un- 
fortunately at this point he disobeyed an order 
and was punished and sent back to the ofh- 
cers’ camp from which he had come. In so 
large and busy a camp as Stalag VIII B the 
other members found themselves unable to 
get going. This abortive attempt was followed 
a year later, as we have scen, by the founda- 
tion of a very flourishing pair of Stalag VIII B 
Groups. 

In October, 1941, came an episode which 
none of those who took part in it are likely 
to forget. Disabled men, padres and medical 
staff were sent from various German camps 
to * Heilag Rouen,’ a stage in France, well 
on the way home, for their repatriation. 
Among them a handful of Toc H members 
—Major Finlayson, Capt. Recordon, Licut. 
Aberdeen, Padres Wingfield Digby, Morton, 
Bamber and McCutcheon, with Ellender and 
Douglas Griffiths—discovered cach other and 
"formed the nucleus of a happy little Group.” 
They held their first mecting, most fittingly, 
on Armistice Dav, November 11. Ellender 
spoke to “a very large responsive audience ” 
about Toc H and Padre Morton about the 
Old House. At meetings on November 14 
and 16, these two, by request, repeated their 
talks to about 30 interested men. With the 
fourth meeting, on November 30, with Padre 
Gedge in the chair, Ellender taking ‘ Light’ 
and Padre McCutcheon talking on ‘ Loving 
Widely,’ the career of the Group came to an 
end. Its minutes are preserved on a single 
sheet of notepaper, closely written on both 
sides. The negotiations with the German 
Government, as everyone remembers, broke 
down and the men were sent back to Ger- 
many. “ What greater proof can we give," 
wrote Ellender, “than that the bitter dis- 
appointment of being returned to prison 
camps has not lessened the courage and prin- 
ciples of these men? " 

The real start in Stalag XXI A was not 
made until the following autumn. On Sep- 
tember 23, 1942, the first meeting of the cymo 
Group was held, with Ellender as Pilot. Soon 
after he was moved to the other camp of 
Stalag XXI A, and the first meeting there, on 
November 19, was addressed by him; Douglas 


Griffiths (Acocks Green Branch) was its Sec- 
retary. Thus the original ‘ Powitan’ and 
‘Seminar’ Groups, later amalgamated as 
' Powitan at Oflag 64/Z, came to be. 


The Log-books 


The minutes of the original ‘ Powitan’ 
Group were kept in a long, narrow book, 
those of ‘Seminar’ and the amalgamated 
' Powitan ' in a foolscap book. They are full 
of interesting detail, not merely of committee 
clections, of speakers and jobs attempted and 
done ,but of the sort of doubts and misunder- 
standings at certain points which any live 
‘Toc H unit should expect to encounter and 
to deal with in the family spirit. 

There is not room here for more than a few 
quotations. 


‘Powitan’ Group: Statac XXI A (cymo) 

Sept. 23, 1942: ''(3) Each man to pay One 
Cigarette each week. Cigarettes collected to be 
held by Treasurer, who will give same to Hospital 
or Welfare Fund or to any cause deemed 
necessary." 

Oct. 4: “ The Treasurer explained how he dis- 
posed of the cigarettes to D. Kitson to repay the 
hiring of musical instruments for Camp Enter- 
tainment. .. Four letters were read from D. 
Murray (E. B. Dawson Moray of Switzerland), 
B. Baron and a member in Wales. . . The Polish 
word * POWITAN ' (‘ welcome °’) was proposed as a 
suitable name for the Group and accepted by 
all." 

Jan. 3, 1943 : ''* Meetings were suspended during 
ihe Christmas period. A Christmas and New 
Year dinner was held in a small room for all 
members, and an enjoyable time was had by all.” 

Feb. 7: “A Monthly Log has been received 
from the ‘Seminar’ Group in response to one 
submitted by this Branch.” 

March 28, April 1 (Emergency meeting of Com- 
mittee), and April 11: Certain criticisms of 
‘ Powitan ’ by ‘ Seminar ' by letter are dealt with 
in ‘ free and homely discussion ’; the Pilot asked 
for a vote of confidence in ‘ Should Toc H Powitan 
carry on?’ A 100 per cent. vote was received in 
favour. 

April 11 : ‘On reading ' The Camp ' (the prison 
newspaper) of Thursday 8 Avril we read of the 
death of Bishop Neville Talbot, so ' Light" on 
Sunday, April 11, was dedicated to his memory.” 

April 16: Resolved that, ''* owing to the death 
of Leslie Simpson in the Hospital on 13th April, 
Toc H here should make a collection of R.M.'s 
(Reichsmarks) to be sent via Switzerland to his 
people." (400 R.M. were collected and sent. 
‘Light ’ at the next meeting was in his memory). 

May 9: ''* A General Meeting was held to dis- 
cuss the Social Evening to be held on 14th May." 
(Later note: '' The Social Evening arranged for 
the 14th May had to be cancelled owing to non- 
delivery of beer. It was arranged to be held on 
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15th May, but it had to be cancelled owing to 
shortage of beer arriving. A letter of apology was 
sent to the persons invited. . .”). 

May 17: " The beer arrived at 4 p.m. and the 
invitations were sent... to attend our Social 
Evening at 7 p.m. ... This proved a very great 
success." (There was a welcome to guests, sing- 
ing, the Ceremony of Light and a talk on Toc H). 
'" Guests stated that they had seen Toc H in a 
different light to what they had imagined. In 
my belief it was a marvellous recruiting campaign 
as well as an evening well spent." 

May 80: " Bill Earnshaw gave a 10-minute talk 
from Bridge Builders on ' How to kill Toc H in 
12 different ways.’ " 

June 6 and 8: Discussion of the Group's 
arrangements in case of the move, now rumoured, 
to a new camp. 

June S0—First meeting in the new camp, Oflag 
64/Z). 


“SEMINAR ' Group: Starac XXI A. 


The minutes of meetings in this second 
Log-book are kept in rather more detail. 
Every entry records who took Family Prayers 
and often there is mention of a reading or 
‘epilogue’ before them. Here are a few 


extracts. 

Nov. 19, 1942: “ We held our first meeting at 
7.15 p.m. in Room 10a. The attendance of 18 ex- 
ceeded by far onr expectations, after the very mild 
advertising. Personal contact being very diffi- 
cult here we were compelled to advertise the 
Group a little... Algie Ellender, member of 
West Croydon Branch, gave the meeting an in- 
sight into Toc H. .. With Padre Jones’ (Spald- 
ing Branch) assistance a great deal of informa- 
tion was imparted to those new to Toc H." 

Nov. 26: “For this, our second meeting, a 
slight diminution of numbers was noticeable, only 
13 being present. Two were absent from illness, 
and a third languishing in solitary confinement." 

Dec. 10—Note to the aninutes: From this period 
until Feb. 4 there was a lapse of meetings due to 
an epidemic of measles. . . Cigarettes collected 
were handed to Norwegian and Serbian officers as 
a Xmas Present." 

Feb. 4, 1948: '' After several weeks of inacti- 
vity the Group re-met. There were only 10 mem- 
bers present... 'Light' was followed by an in- 
vestigation into the lapse of meetings, and it was 
felt by all present that a crisis had been reached 
in the life of the Group." (It was explained that 
they had been deprived of the use of their room; 
then the Pilot and Secretary were taken ill or 
kept busy in the Isolation ward—but other mem- 
bers had failed to keep going). “The blame fell 
evenly on the Group and its leaders, the leaders 
for failing to teach the Group to carry on, on its 
own, and the Group for its lack of spirit." A new 
Executive was elected and registered “a firm 
resolve to pull the Group together.” 


* Toc H, not unnaturally, has puzzled the German authorities in various prison camps. 


Feb. 9: Executive meeting laid down: 1. The 
general conduct of meetings; 2. The programme, 
3. The duties of the Executive; 4. the taking of 
' Light’ and Prayers. Br 

Feb. 18: ‘ Meeting forbidden. Not held.’ 

March 4—Note to the minutes : “ Immediately 
following the meeting this week, there was a 
move to Lager Fabrik, converting this camp into 
a Heilag (Repatriation Camp). This caused us 
the loss of 16 members, amongst them some of the 
most active. A letter was sent from this camp 
encouraging them to carry on the spirit wherever 
they were sent and thanking them for their work 
in the past. This marks another crisis in the life 
of the Group. There are barely half-a-dozen mem- 
bers left here, some of whom seem to be very 
passive. We must build again, and build more 
strongly.” (Ellender as Pilot, Griffiths as Secre- 
tary and Jones as Padre were left and at the next 
meeting, on March 11, started from scratch with 
a group of new men). 


At this point in the Log the Secretary de- 
votes a closely-written page and a half to 


‘Comments and Notes.’ 

He says that readers of the Log ‘ will be sur- 
prised and possibly a little saddened to note that 
jobs aud service hardly figure in it at all. An 
explanation is due aud here it is. In the life 
of a Prisoner of War Camp every man receives 
similar privileges, food, cigarettes and other 
necessities of life. Consequently there is little real 
scope for helping others, as we are all in the 
same boat together. Service in the camp is partly 
the responsibility of the Camp Maintenance staff 
and the Man of Confidence " (i.c., the British 
prisoner, an officer or warrant officer, appointed 
by the Germans as liaison or * Vertrauensimann ’) 
He gives exainples of some small jobs done by the 
Group, and goes on to describe their way of edu- 
cating newcomers in the aims and history of 
Toc H. “Every evening, therefore, a little 
Toc H is instilled into this Group, and, with the 
help of the considerable literature that we have 
received from Headquarters, we hope to be able 
to give them some conception of Toc H in normal 
life. Our greatest difficulty is in conveying the 
Toc H spirit to them. Here men know each other 
only too well, life is monotonous and the spirit 
of interest and keenness flags easily. If these men 
will but try to understand how much Toc H really 
means at home and throw themselves whole- 
heartedly into it, they will create a Group very 
uear in spirit and function to a Group at home." 

March 25 : After an emergency Committee meet- 
ing on the night before, at which a list of jobs 
was received from the Camp Welfare Committee, 
“this meeting was an unparalleled success." 
Twenty-two were present. Among jobs, for which 
volunteers came forward on the spot, were repair- 
ing of sacks for arm operations (3 men); a pipe- 
repairing service (1 man); watch-repairing (1 
man); collection and ‘unwinding’ of sacks (“a 
novel form of souvenir-hunting’’) for making mats. 


Tt is 


sometimes suspected of being a secret political society and German police have been sent to attend 


meetings—which they seem to enjoy !—Ep. 
I2 


Maunday Thursday: Many subjects had been 
spoken about and discussed at previous meetings 
(Education, New Zealand social services, Shoot- 
ing, etc.). Now, in preparation for Good Friday, 
Padre Jones held the floor. ‘‘ The whole of his 
talk dealt with the Passion of Christ and the agony 
of wind on the eve of Good Friday. A parallel 
was drawn between the life of Christ and the 
words of the Main Resolution.” 

May 27: " No meeting was held this week 
owing to ile pending move '"—but on 

June 10 tliere was a great Guest Night, of which 
the musical programme and a full description is 
given. There are 50 signatures in the Log, of 
which 16 are of members, 20 of ‘ artists’ and 14 
of other guests. 

June 17: The meeting discussed the coming 
move to Oflag 64/Z and decided to amalgamate 
there with the ‘Seminar’ Group, retaining the 
name ' Powitan.' ‘ It is hoped that both Groups 
will come to a unanimous agreement and that 
none of us will be selfish in any motives, and that 
we all work as a team for the benefit of those 
ideals for which Toc H stands.” 


t Powrran’ Group: OFLac 64/Z 
The first meeting of the amalgamated 
Groups took place on June 27. The hand- 
writing of Douglas Griffiths in the Log now 
gives place to that of Watson Laing. A new 
Executive was elected, after the officers of 
the two Groups had each tried to stand down 


in favour of his opposite number. 

July 4: * Mr. Pugin,’ the guest of the evening, 
explained his scheme of Exchange and Mart for 
the camp and appealed to Toc H to help him carry 
it out. * This is a very large scheme and there- 
fore needs criticism as to how Toc H could help 
without injuring the good name it has in the 
camp." A long discussion followed as to what is 
or is not ‘a Toc H job.’ On a vote 16 were for 
helping the scheme, 1 against and 3 abstaining 
from voting. 

July 11 : Extracts about * Gobbleston ’ from the 
Bridge Builders were read and discussed and nine 
rules for the Group, based on this book, were 
unaniniously accepted. A discussion on adopting 
nicknames (already brought up at an Executive 
meeting) followed. 

Oct 3: '' This was the last meeting to be held 
in Oflag 64/Z, the number present totalling 60." 
The signatures, in pencil, fill the opposite page 
of the Log. ‘Light’ was taken in memory of 
all the fallen of the present war. Seven proba- 
tioners were then initiated. A C.P.O., a survivor 
of the submarine Shark, was the guest speaker 
of a good evening. 


"Thus ends the story of two Groups, at the 
end united in one, in German prison camps. 
Among the entries in their Logs, in a variety 
of handwriting, several things stand out— 
among them the way they used our literature 
— Tales of Talbot House, Bridge Builders and 


Artifex—to teach themselves and newcomers 


what Toc H seeks to be, and, through all the 
records, the part played in teaching and 
leadership by Algie Ellender. He adds a 
little epilogue of his own after the minutes 
of the last meeting : 

“This report (of the meeting) has been written 
by the fireside, many miles from a German prison 
camp. Nevertheless my mind goes back to the 
many happy hours spent in the company of these 
men, my friends. The atmosphere at this, our 
last, meeting was the Grand Finale of all our 
efforts. 

“ From the early days of Stalag VIII B to 
Rouen, from there to Stalag XXI B Gymo and 
‘Seminar’ Groups, and to Oflag 64/Z and their 
amalgamation . . . we had striven to spread the 
spirit of Toc H and all it stands for. Our main 
target was to get a man's interest and keep it. . . 
We kept to the fundamental rules of Toc H. Our 
Executive were taken from Probationers, who did 
a noble job of work under difficulties. . . When 
I think of the pioneers and their splendid work 
and example, I feel that the part they played was 
indeed a labour of love." 


Now it is up to us at home to welcome our 
repatriated members and give them their 
place in the life of the Family. 


* * * 


Nore: The following members of Oflag 64/Z 
Group have been repatriated: D. ASHALL (Shef- 
field); A. F. BARTLETT (London, N.W.10); A. J. 
Bray (Carnforth); S. D. CHaLMERS (Auckland, 
N.Z); W. Copman (Hoddesdon); G. CRAVEN 
(Leeds); H. Crawrorp (Bedford); D. Dowsry 


(Clapham); W. EarnsHaw (Morecambe); A. 
ISLLENDER (W. Norwood); R. ENbDERSBYy (Shef- 
field); W. Enpicorr (Chatham); G. FAULKNER 


(Dagenham); A. France (Cudworth); W. GouLp 
(Norwich); J. Harper (Wimbledon); R. HARTLEY 
(Harrogate) ; E. B. JAMIESON (Aberdeen) ; R. Kers- 
LEY (Reading); A. W. LANG (Jarrow); F. LETT 
(Bedford); J. E. Lewin (Newcastle-on-Tyne) ; 
E. Lowrie (Carlisle); E. McNaucGHTON (Strath- 
nairn); J. MriLLAR (Glasgow); J. MURRAY; A. 
PARKER (Leeds); W. Parsons (Woking); J. PAUL- 
son; W. PETCHELL ; H. Rea; E. ROBERTS (Bethesda, 
N. Wales); A. Robinson (Bishop Auckland); 
N. G. Ryan (Plymouth); G. Siapson (Liverpool) ; 
A. STANLEY (Morpeth); W. Storey (Manchester) ; 
S. TnHowas (Liverpool); N. TURNBULL (Morpeth) ; 
R. WALBOURNE (Theydon Bois); H. WALKER 
(Middlesbrough). 


Cam po 5 7 Group 


Three Australians, sitting round the tea- 
table at Talbot House, Cairo, talked of their 
experiences of Prisoner of War camps in Italy. 
They told of privations and shortage of food, 
of the red-letter days when Red Cross parcels 
arrive, of attempted escapes and subsequent 
punishments and of the great day when they 
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were repatriated to the Middle East. Through 
all this ran the story of Toc H in their camp, 
one of the few luxuries they were allowed. 
What follows is written by one of them. 

Feeling the need of spiritual, intellectual 
and social recreation, a few of the P.O.W.’s 
in Camp 57 (at Gruppignano, north of 
Trieste) formed a Group of Toc H in No. 1 
Compound, in 1942. The idea quickly spread 
and in a very short time other Groups were 
formed in other Compounds. Owing to the 
lack of accommodation the membership of 
each group was limited to twenty-five, con- 
sisting of New Zealanders and Australians, 
the bigger percentage being ‘ Kiwis.’ 

The meetings in the various compounds 
were held at different times, thus allowing 
representatives of each Group to visit one 
another. The ‘ District Team’ met regularly 
and reports of the progress made by the 
Groups were given and other business donc 
for the promotion of the Movement in 
general. The officers carried out their duties 
with precision and efficiency. 

No. 2 Group, of which I was a member, 
met each Wednesday night at 6.15 p.m. in the 
Orderly Room. Owing to the keen interest 
shown the room was often taxed to its utmost 
capacity. All the meetings opened in the 
right form, after which talks were given by 
members and visitors; then the meeting was 
open for discussion, and closed with the 
Toc H Prayer. Occasionally the boys pro- 
vided refreshments out of their Red Cross 
parcels, which added greatly to the social side 
of it. These meetings helped considerably to 
take us out of ourselves and gave us some- 
thing else to think about besides food and 
barbed-wire. 

About eighteen initiations took place, and 
each new member was presented with a mem- 
bership card in booklet form, designed and 
prepared by one of our members (the front 
and open centre pages are shown in the photo- 
graph). Another member of our Group 
carved a Lamp of Maintenance out of a rough 
piece of wood, procured from the cookhouse. 
It was a fine piece of work, beautifully de- 
signed, and took him many hours to make. 
Two other members, one of them an artist, 
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prepared a scroll in colour, setting out the 
purposes of Toc H, an account of its histors 
in Camp 57 and the names of the original 
members, together with some witticisms. The 
scenery on it was a sketch of the surrounding 
district, showing a town with a steeple or 
two and a background of snow-capped moun 
tains, Nothing was ever too much trouble, and 
everyone put his best into everything he did. 

As opportunities presented themselves prac- 
tical service was rendered to needy cases. Our 
jobmaster was always active. Owing to cir- 
cumstances, however, our scope in this direc- 
tion was limited. 

The good work is still being carried on by 
those who remain. Five members of No. 2 
Group, all South Australians, were recently 
repatriated, two to England, but these vacan- 
cies will soon be filled from the long waiting 
list. We pray God to “ strengthen the good 
thing thus begun." 
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At Home in Cape Town 

As readers already know, all the official 
welfare work for the South African Expedi- 
tionary Force was entrusted carly in the War 
to the Union Defence Force Institutes 
(U.D.FE.I.), a joint effort of Y.M.C.A. and 
Toc H in South Africa. ‘Uhese travelled with 
South African troops throughout the cam- 
paigns in East Africa, through Abyssinia to 
Egypt and Tripolitania. As a general prin- 
ciple the Y.M.C.A. did the very essential ser- 
vice of mobile canteens with the advancing 
troops, Toc H undertook its normal work 
of Service Clubs in centres (e.g. Addis Ababa) 
where men congregated for a time, But we 
have heard all too little at home of the war- 
work of Toc H in South Africa itself—though 
golden opinions of its welcome at Durban has 
reached us from many men calling on their 
long voyage from England to the Middle East 
fronts. Now we have some notes from a 
volunteer who helped in a Toc H ‘ Holiday 
Home’ in Cape Town itself. She writes that 
this was started in November, 1942, at Wyn- 
berg. It was officially opened a few months 
later by Lord Harlech, the High Commis- 
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sioner; the Chapel was dedicated by the Arch- 
bishop of Cape Town. The House is set in 
beautiful scenery and commands a grand 
view of Table Mountain. Its large grounds 
and flower gardens are furnished with seats 
for those who want rest and quietness and 
prefer not to venture far afield, but the bath- 
ing beaches, cinemas and shops are within 
easy reach. 


The House and annexe have beds for 44 
men, two or three in a room, and lounges 
stocked with a piano, wireless, and plenty of 
books and games, the gifts of local residents. 
The Warden arranges monthly ‘Get 
Together ' talks which draw a good audience 
representing all the Forces. The House is 
always full to overflowing, for it is reckoned 
a ‘Home from Home’ by men. Their only 
complaint seems to be that the beds are too 
comfortable to leave! 


For the Folks at Home in U.S.A. 
Accounts of visits made by local Toc H 
units to the homes of men who have made 
contact with Toc H overseas make it very 
clear that these friendly visits are a source of 
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great pleasure and comfort to those who 
receive them. 

Fathers, mothers and wives of every nation 
have this in common—they are cheered by a 
personal call from someone who has news of 
their loved ones. And we are now in a posi- 
tion to extend this human service to our 
American allies in this country. Many of our 
units, clubs and individual members are num- 
bering American officers and men amongst 
their friends. Our Salisbury Services Club, 
for instance, has American enlisted men and 
Nurses on its committee and voluntary rotas, 
and strong bands of friendship are being ham- 
mered and wrought there in Toc H Fellow- 
ship and Service. 

We can arrange for someone to visit the 
families of your American friends, if you 
will let us know about them as you do about 
our own men and women who make contact 
with your unit or club. Forms, making clear 
what information is needed, can be had by 
writing to the Rev. SHaun Herron at 
Brotherton House, North Grange Road, 
Leeds, 6. 

One (probably unnecessary) word of cau- 
tion. Information about the men or women 
should be confined to their social activities 
and nothing should be said about their ser- 
vice activities. American security require- 
ments are very rigid on this point, and what 
is permissible for British soldiers based at 
home does not apply to Americans who are 
technically “in the field.” 


A Padre to the Rescue 


Congratulations on a good job of work to 
'Pen, Padre of Cardiff Branch until he 
joined up as an Army Chaplain. Here is 
the story, from the Cardiff Times of 


December 4: 

A Cardiff padre’s practical knowledge of mining 
saved the life of Rifleman Stevens, of London, 
who was extricated after having been pinned for 
3} hours beneath an overturned Bren carrier, 
which had dropped 30 feet from a mountain road 
in North Africa into a rocky ravine. 

The vehicle was upside-down in the ravine, 
about 30 feet below the level of the mountain road. 
Stevens was trapped from the waist down. The 
padre, Rev. H. PENHALLURICK, curate of St. 
John's, Cardiff, whose home town is Glynneath, 
had worked for five years in a Welsh coal-mine. 


He was, therefore, accustomed to such a situation. 
Having examined the ground around the Ea 
turned vehicle, he realised that Stevens had to 
extricated without further delay. . 

Scraping away the soft earth with his hands, 
made a hole large enough to enable him to crawl 
beneath the carrier. He proceeded to prop the 
sides with water-cans and pieces of rock. It was 
a difficult job, hampered by the cramped position 
in which the padre had to work. ‘Then he began 
to scoop away the earth and stones from the bed 
of the ravine, until the man's legs were freed... 

For 20 minutes he continued to work in this 
confined space, burrowing with his hands, and 
passing the earth and stones through the small 
opening. Within half-an-hour Stevens was re- 
leased and on his way to hospital. 

A little later the carrier crushed its way through 
the crumbling bank and wedged itself in the solid 
rock bed of the ravine. The padre was only just 
in time. 
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Congratulations | 

To Air Chief Marshal Sir Roser, Brooke- 
Popnas on being appointed President of 
N.A.A.F.I. Thus one Vice-President of 
Toc H succeeds another, General Sir 
REGINALD May, in this office. 

To StaffSergt. S. H. Ossorne, Royal 
Artillery, of Dunton Green Branch, on the 
award of the B.E.M. for gallantry in the 
Middle East. 

To Warrant Officer R. W. STOCKWELL, 
R.A.F., of Bromley Branch, on a mention in 
despatches for “ outstanding services " in the 
North African campaign. 


A Married Couples’ Club 


CrAnENDoN House, a new and much- 
needed Toc H venture—a Services Club for 
married couples—was opened in Kensington 
on December 14 by Lady Ciarenpon. Bos 
and Mrs. Sawzns are the Wardens. More 
details will be given next month. 


Wanted—Christmas Cards! 

SurPLEY Group, Yorks, have sent a cheque 
for £17 to the War Services Fund, money 
raised entirely by the sale of old Christmas 
cards. Bradford Women’s Section have also 
raised £3 by the same means. Will any 
Toc H members, units or friends help Ship- 
ley to do even better next year by sending the 
cards they received this Christmas to Ernest 
Pickles, 66, Duchy Avenue, Heaton, Brad- 
ford, Yorks? 
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